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include definitely inward virtues. 'He is anxious to see
clearly, to hear distinctly, to be kindly in his looks, respectful
in his demeanour, conscientious in his speech, earnest in his
affairs; when in doubt, he is careful to inquire, when in
anger, he thinks of the consequences; when offered an
opportunity for gain, he thinks only of his duty.'1 He was,
however, aware of the danger of liberty degenerating
into b'cense and so insisted on propriety.

The reticence of Confucius on problems of theology is
perhaps due to his ethical anxiety, as in the case  of the
Buddha,   Whatever  is   a   matter   of faith,   gives rise to
subjectivism.   While logical reasoning tends to the attain-
ment of truth, which   is   objective and universal,   mystic
intuition which overrides logical reasoning gives us at best
beliefs   and   certitudes   and   not   truths   and certainties.
Confucius tried meditative practices,   but  felt  inclined to
logical methods.   6I have spent the whole day without food
and the whole night without sleep in order to meditate.   It
was of no use.   It is better to learn.'   As beliefs about the
supernatural tended to divide men, he did not lay stress on
them.   He was conscious of the   limitations   of   human
knowledge.   However, we cannot say that Confucius was
devoid of a sense of the infinite mystery.   By an expressive
silence he indicated the finiteness of the human mind and
the sense of divine mystery.   He believed in the reality of a
transcendent Heaven which came down to him from early
times.   Tien, Heaven, is the creator, preserver and destroyer
of everything in the world, the guardian of the universal
order, who sees everything and judges everything.  He answers
to the Varana of the $g Veda, and the Ahura Mazda of
the Iranians.   Confucius believed in a power that makes
for righteousness  and  shapes our lives.    The  following
sayings of Confucius demonstrate his faith in Heaven as a
purposeful ruling power.    'I wish   I could   do   without
speaking,' said the Master. 'If you did not speak, Sir/ said
Tzu Kung, 'what should we disciples pass on to others?"
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